Having in tlie autumn of last year visited the principal asylums in Holland, and collected some information respecting their past, as "well as their present condition, I conclude that a short report of them will not be uninteresting to the readers of your Journal.* And first I will' speak of the former treatment of the insane in Holland, and of the various Acts of the Legislature passed from time to time in regard to them. 
Political troubles interfered with the care and attention of Government, until In tracing the progress of the subject, the orator alludes to an essay written by Dr. Guislain, for a prize olfcred by the College of Medicine at Amsterdam, and which was published by it in 1826. This first attempt to l'ousc public attention to the subject was frustrated, it is thought, by the magnitude and expense of the establishment proposed?which alarmed the Dutch mind. " I therefore rejoice exceedingly," he continued, "that I should have lived to sec even in our country an establishment for the cure of the insane, which may be compared to those which exist in other countries. In our city, first, this was established, or rather a most pestilent cancer was changed into an institution of this salutary character. 
